
Happy New Year! 2008 sure has started off with a bang. Last week I spent several days in Tallahassee attending House council and committees discussing 
the challenges and opportunities in store for Florida. While, much of the talk in the Capital focused on what the New Year held for the legislature, everyone 
was buzzing about Floridaôs Presidential Preference Primary Election on January 29th. On the ballot, you will not only be choosing who you think should run in 
the national presidential election, but you will also be voting on a constitutional amendment to reform property taxes in Florida. At the bottom of this document 
I have included my October update which included details of the property tax amendment. Also, you will find a copy of the property tax ballot attached to this 
update. 
 

Due to the important decisions that will be made in this primary election, it is important to get out and vote- and to make the most educated vote possible. 
Regardless of party affiliation or political philosophy, the duty and responsibility to vote rests as the foundation upon which our country stands. In a time 
where people the world over still fight and die to posses and foster the freedoms which we hold dear, it is not a matter of choice, but a matter of obligation to 
participate in the Great Experiment. 
 

As always, thank you for the opportunity to serve this dynamic region of Florida. If we can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

   250 East Highland Dr. 

Lakeland, FL 33813 

(863) 647-4896 

Hillsborough Toll Free (866) 731-3032 

Seth.McKeel@MyFloridaHouse.gov 

 

Callie Neslund, District Assistant 

Ryan Sandy, Legislative Assistant 

3 Easy Ways to Vote 

Vote by Mail: To request an absentee ballot, click on the link below or call   

(863) 534-5888 or Hillsborough (813) 272-5850 

 

http://www.polkelections.com/content.asp?c=20 

 

Vote at Your Precinct: Polls are open 7am to 7pm on Election Day. 

 

Vote Early In-Person: Vote at one of our convenient locations January 

14 through January 26 (Monday through Saturday, 9am - 5pm.)  
Bartow City Hall: 450 N Wilson Ave, Bartow 
Lakeland Courthouse: 930 E Parker St, Lakeland 

Winter Haven Courthouse : Gil Jones Plaza: 3425 Lake Alfred Rd, Win-

ter Haven 

Primary Election 
  This January 29th marks a watershed event in Floridaôs political history. 
For many years, Florida has been growing in both population and economic 
prosperity. However, up until this year, Floridaôs political pull in the Presi-
dential Election has been disproportionately weak.  Historically, Floridaôs 
Primary Election has been held on the second Tuesday in March. This 
placed our primary behind states like Iowa, Hew Hampshire, Nevada, and 
South Carolina, which have smaller populations and fewer votes in the 
Electoral College. During the 2007 Legislative Session, the Florida Legisla-
ture made history by moving Floridaôs Presidential Preference Primary 
Election to the first Tuesday in January, the same day as South Carolinaôs 
Democratic Primary. This marks a shift in Presidential Election history by 
making Florida one of the earlier states to hold a primary election. Florida is 
also one of the only swing states to hold more than 10 votes in the Electoral 
College. Unfortunately, such a dramatic change hasnôt come without some 
controversy. 
 

As you may have seen in the news, both political parties have made efforts 
to punish Florida for moving its primary election to an earlier date.  In a 
move that shocked many, the National Democratic Party has decided that 
Floridaôs democratic primary votes will not count in deciding the national 
presidential candidate. The National Republican Party has stipulated that 
only half of Floridaôs votes will count in determining the Republican Presi-
dential Candidate. Despite these obstacles, Florida has still remained a 
stalwart and repositioned itself as a powerful force in the Presidential elec-
tion process. 
 

Below, you will find a link to the Polk County Supervisor of Elections. I en-
courage you to visit this website, as it provides important information includ-
ing copies of the Primary Ballots and a listing of polling locations. In addi-
tion to providing election information, the link to the Polk County Supervisor 
of Elections also has sample ballot language for Floridaôs Property Tax 
Amendment. My office has received quite a bit of inquiry into the details 
surrounding that amendment and how it affects our community. Please 
contact us if you have any questions or concerns regarding the proposed 
amendment.  
 

http://www.polkelections.com/content.asp?c=32&event_id=24 

Floridaôs Primary 

Other News from Tallahassee 
 
This past week I presented HB 37 Contracting for Efficiency or Conservation 
Measures by State Agencies to the Committee on Audit and Performance. It 
was unanimously approved by the committee members and will next be heard 
in the Government Efficiency and Accountability Council. Last year, I spon-
sored this same legislation and it passed out of the House of Representatives. 
I am excited to run it again this year in the hopes that the Governor will be 
signing it into law. In a time when local governments are working with tighter 
budgets to become more energy friendly, this bill enables them to have 
greater access to energy conservation measures. 

Property Tax Update  
 

Greetings from the Capitol! On Monday, the Legislature adjourned Floridaôs second Property Tax Special Session. Iôm sure many of you have seen a lot of 
coverage in the news about Floridaôs Property Tax situation. Consequently, in this update I would like to provide you with some background on what took 
place in the Florida House of Representatives. 
 

On Monday, October 22, the Florida House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed a Property Tax Plan with an incredible 108-2 vote. In addition to 
providing portability and keeping Save our Homes (SOH) intact, this plan included provisions to help working water fronts, the elderly and first time home 
buyers. The original House plan also placed a 5% Cap on Property Assessments for Non-Homesteaded Commercial Property. I supported the Houseôs plan 
to bring equality and fairness to Floridaôs Tax System while mitigating the fiscal impact to State and Local Government. My colleagues in the House did a 
very good job in taking a thoughtful approach to fixing the way Florida taxes its home and business owners. Consequently, the House of Representatives 
sent this bill to the Senate for its consideration the same day. 
 

Last week, the Senate considered this bill and returned an amended version to the House of Representatives on Monday. While the Senateôs Property Tax 
Proposal did not include several of the Houseôs ideas, it still provided tax relief for Florida. I was certainly more comfortable with the Houseôs Tax Proposal 
as it was more focused on how taxes were cut from our monthly house payments. However, the political process is the practice of compromise. Ultimately, 
the Florida House of Representatives, the Senate, and the Governor all had to come to a consensus on how to cut Floridaôs Property Tax Burden. On Mon-
day evening, the House of Representatives approved the Senateôs revised Property Tax Proposal. I have included the details of the Legislatureôs Property 
Tax Plan down below. As you read the details of this plan, please keep one thing in mind: What was passed yesterday is simply the Legislatureôs proposal to 
the homeowners of Florida. This plan is going to be on Floridaôs January 29th Primary Ballot as a constitutional amendment for YOUR vote. It will take 60% 
of Florida voters to make this proposal a law.  
 

Thank you for the trust that you continue to put in me. It means a great deal to me to be your servant at home and in Tallahassee. 

Property Tax Reform �± SJR 2D and SB 4D  
 

�‡��Allows portability of accumulated Save Our Homes (SOH) benefits for homeowners who move from one homestead to another.  
 Homeowners may transfer their SOH benefit to a new homestead anywhere in Florida within 2 years of leaving their former homesteads.  
 Those who sold their homes in 2007 can transfer their SOH benefit to a new homestead if they establish the new homestead by January 1, 2009.  
 If ñupsizingò to a home of equal or greater just value, the homestead owner can transfer 100% of the SOH benefit to the new homestead, up to a 
$500,000 transferred benefit.  
 If ñdownsizingò to a home with a lower just value, the homestead owner can transfer a SOH benefit that protects the same percentage of value as 
it did the former homestead, up to a $500,000 benefit.  
 The transferred SOH benefit will apply to school taxes on the new homestead.  
 

�‡��Creates an additional homestead exemption worth $25,000, applied to value above $50,000. This exemption does not apply to school tax levies.  
 

�‡��Provides an assessment growth limitation of 10% for all non-homestead properties.  
 This assessment limitation does not apply to school tax levies.  
 The assessment limitation will expire in 10 years. At that time, voters will decide whether to reauthorize it.  
 Residential properties of nine units or less will surrender accumulated protections at change of ownership or control, as defined by general law.  
 For all other properties (i.e., residential properties of ten or more units and business properties), the Legislature must define by general law how 
the property will surrender protections when there is a ñqualifying improvementò to the property. The Legislature may define by general law how the property 
will surrender accumulated protections at a change of ownership or control.  
 

�‡����Creates a new Tangible Personal Property Exemption of $25,000. This exemption applies to all tax levies.  
 

�‡��Requires an annual appropriation to fiscally constrained counties to offset revenue reductions that result from the constitutional amendment.  
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