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Happy New Year! 2008 sure has started off with a bang. Last week | spent several days in Tallahassee atserdtiog iHitess discedsirjg
the challenges and opportunities in store for Florida. While, much of the talk in the Capital focused on ldiat the dgislateae heveryorje
was buzzing about Floridads Pr etsOndhe Inatlot, ol wilhot enflyde chansing whe you thiakrghyoul
the national presidential election, but you will also be voting on a constitutional amendment to refornmripropéttyetéodom Bfdhis documen
I have included my October update which included details of the property tax amendment. Also, you wilpéiy taxcbplaifattagired to this

update.

Due to the important decisions that will be made in this primary election, it is important tagettouhake thatest educated vote possible
Regardless of party affiliation or political philosophy, the duty and responsibility to vote rests as thecfoundatiantnypstamdsi. In a time

where people the world over still fight and die to posses and foster the freedoms which we hold dearhdis, imiteamadtezradfoobligatiof to
participate in the Great Experiment.

[7)

As always, thank you for the opportunity to serve this dynamic region of Florida. If we can be of any assitamcehesyiaie pleeontact ys.

A

3 Easy Ways to Vote Primary Election
Vote by MailTo request an absentee ballot, click on the link below} ¢r €8s January2tar ks a watershed evept
(863) 535888 or Hillsborough (813)-8830 For many years, Florida has been growing in both population apd e
prosperity. However, up untilf

dential Election has been disproportionateldweak. or i cal |
Primary Election has been held on the second Tuesday in Margh. T
placed our primary behind states like lowa, Hew Hampshire, N¢vad
South Carolina, which have smaller populations and fewer votes in
Electoral College. During the 2007 Legislative Session, the Flofida |
ture made history by moving |FI

Election to the first Tuesdal
Democratic Primary. This marks a shift in Presidential Election histc

http://www.polkelections.com/content.asp?c=20

Vote at Your Precind®olls are open 7am to 7pm on Election Day.

Vote Early HPerson Vote at one of our convenient locktiarey
1l4througlanuary 26 (Monday through Saturdayg@am
o0 Bartow City Hall: 450 N Wilson Ave, Bartow

© La_keland Courthouse: 930 E I_Darker St, Lakeland making Florida one of the earlier states to hold a primary electign. F
0 Winter Haven Courthouse : Gil Jones Plaza: 3425 Lake Alfrefl|Re WiRa of the only swing states to hold more than 10 votes in the |
ter Haven College. Unfortunately, such| a
controversy.
250 East Highland Dr. ) N ]
Lakeland, FL 33813 As you may have seen in the news, both political parties have nade
(863) 6474896 to punish Florida for moving its primary election to an etnler dage.
Hillsborough Toll Free (866) 7313032 move that shocked many, the National Democratic Party has dgcide

FIl oridabds democratic primary| v
presidential candidate. The National Republican Party has stipylate
only half of Floridabs votes| w
dential Candidate. Despite these obstacles, Florida has still renpaine
stalwart and repositioned itself as a powerful force in the Presidenti
tion process.

Seth.McKeel@MyFloridaHouse.gov

Callie Neslund, District Assistant
Ryan Sandy, Legislative Assistant

Other News from Tallahassee
Below, you will find a link to the Polk County Supervisor of Elegtion:s
This past week | presented HEbBFacting for Efficiency or Conservatigdurage you to visit this website, as it provides important informjatio
Measures by State Agertoiéise Committee on Audit and Performahéendtcopies of the Primary Ballots and a listing of polling locations. In
was unanimously approved by the committee members and will njgxidietbgsesliding election information, the link to the Polk County Su
in the Government Efficiency and Accountability Council. Last yeal,d $pONE| ect i ons al so has sampl e| b
sored this same legislation and it passed out of the House of Redreaenéaidraent. My office has received quite a bit of inquiry into thi de
I am excited to run it again this year in the hopes that the Governpf silirb@nding that amendment and how it affects our community| Ple
signing it into law. In a time when local governments are working Widbtigideus if you have any questions or concerns regarding the|proy
budgets to become more energy friendly, this bill enables them tq haMgendment.

greater access to energy conservation measures. ) .
http://www.polkelections.com/content.asp?c=32&event id=24

Property Tax Update

Greetings from the Capitol! On Monday, the Legisfyoauhauerseenaldt'mfm
coverage in the news about Floridads Property médackgrosnd onwhat tool n .
place in the Florida House of Representatives.

On Monday, October 22, the Florida House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed a Property Tax Plan2nibeamnircieidithetd 08
providing portability and keeping Save our Homes (SOH) intact, this plan included provisions to help werddegyarter firshtsnthhome
buyers. The original House plan also placed a 5% Cap on Property AssesstoprdsteadddriCommercial Property. | supportee  Hq u ¢
to bring equality and fairness to Floridabs T alkaguweyistheddousendid & |
very good job in taking a thoughtful approach to fixing the way Florida taxes its home and business ownéfisuSoos&pmratgntatved
sent this bill to the Senate for its consideration the same day.

Last week, the Senate considered this bill and returned an amended version to the House of RepresentativesSoa Mandaxg. BVhile tP r

Proposal did not include sever al of the HoushtOosittheade HOpUSI
as it was more focused on how taxes were cut from our monthly house payments. However, the political pfocesprisiiseptditiicately,
the Florida House of Representatives, the Senatpety TaaBudentOn®dnG
day evening, the House of Representatives appr otkeed etgh s | Sd nuat
Tax Plan down below. As you read the details of this plan, please keep one thing in mind: What was passte yedteedgyi isssimplyt\AIj r

the homeowners of Florida. TRimary Ballohas a ¢osstitigianal angendment fdr ¥OUR roteFIt wall tal
of Florida voters to make this proposal a law.

Thank you for the trust that you continue to put in me. It means a great deal to me to be your servant aad@®me and in Tallaha

Property Tax Reform +SJR 2D and SB 4D

HAllowsportabilityof accumulated Save Our Homes (SOH) benefits for homeowners who move from one homestead to another.
Homeowners may transfer their SOH benefit to a new hogveséeadn Florida within 2 yeaifréeaving their former homesteads.
Those who sold their homes in 2007 can transfer their SOH benefit to a new homestead if they establish trensy hoPp@@gead |

| Gpsifing t o a home of equal or greater just value, thetohqme
$500,000 transferred benefit.
| flowrsizing t o a home with a | ower just value, the homestesad

it did the former homestead, up to a $500,000 benefit.
The transferred SOH benefit will apply to school taxes on the new homestead.

Creates aadditional homestead exemptworth $25,000, applied to value above $50}@i8G&xemption does not apply to school tax le\ies.

FProvides amssessment growth limitation of 1f@¥all noshomestead properties.
This assessment limitation does not apply to school tax levies.
The assessment limitation will expire in 10 years. At that time, voters will decide whether to reauthorize it.
Residential properties of nine units or less will surrender accumulated protections at change of owneiisigiphyr genénall asvdef
For all other properties (i.e., residential properties of ten or more units and business properties)stiefihediglgemeral law hoy
the property will surrender protecti ons wrhagdefindbly geneeal lawshowahe firgpart
will surrender accumulated protections at a change of ownership or control.

ICreates a neWangible Personal Property Exemptio$25,000This exemption applies to all tax levies.

JRequires aannual appropriation to fiscally constrained coutdiefset revenue reductions that result from the constitutional amendment
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