
            Season’s Greetings from District 63. Christmas is almost upon us and I wanted to send each one of you my best during this holiday sea-
son. As this marks my second holiday season as a State Representative, I have had some time to reflect on the past year. This year has been both 
incredibly challenging and rewarding for me. Despite being a freshman legislator, I have had the opportunity to participate in no less than five legisla-
tive sessions. As trying as those sessions were, I really could not have done it without the support of this community. Every letter, phone call, and 
email that my office has received this year has been appreciated and as always, I encourage you to continue to stay in contact with me. Most of all,  I'd 
like to thank my wife , Kim and my wonderful family who are my biggest supporter s  . As my Legislative calendar has continually changed during the 
past several months, Kim has been more patient and understanding than anyone should have to be. I hope that you have a cheerful and restful time 
with your loved ones as this year comes to a close. 
 

            As I have mentioned in previous updates, I will be in Tallahassee quite a bit at the beginning of the New Year. There are a number of legislative 
issues that have been put on the backburner as a result of Floridaôs four special legislative sessions. It is now time for the legislature to roll up their 
sleeves and address a number of legislative issues. Our community has some important work facing it in these coming months. As a part of your Janu-
ary 29th Primary Ballot, you will be asked to vote on a Property Tax Reform Amendment. My office continues to educate the people of Polk and Hills-
borough Counties on the details of this amendment. If you have any questions regarding the Property Tax amendment or any other legislation, please 
do not hesitate to contact my legislative staff. They are more than happy to provide any information that you need to make an informed decision. Addi-
tionally, there is an important local issue that continues to face Polk County. 
 

            Last week, I sent out a copy of a letter that I have sent to both the Florida Department of Transportation and CSX Transportation. In those let-
ters I asked for a commitment from everyone involved in the Stateôs proposed transportation plan to come together to mitigate the effects that pro-
posed rail traffic will have on all of Polk County. I commit to you that I will continue to advocate for Polk Countyôs best interests in the ongoing discus-
sions taking place about CSXôs proposed ILC rail hub in Winter Haven, FL. Our community must continue to stay vocal about this issue and keep the 
discussion going into the coming New Year. Despite being faced with important issues I hope we all keep the spirit of the Holiday Season. In this Up-
date I have included a story that I have always found heartwarming. I believe it reminds us of how even great turmoil cannot extinguish Christmas. 
 

 

Christmas Truce 
 

The truce began on Christmas Eve, December 24, 1914, when German troops began decorating the area around their trenches in the region of Ypres, Bel-
gium, for Christmas. They began by placing candles on trees, then continued the celebration by singing Christmas carols, most notably Stille Nacht (Silent 

Night). The British troops in the trenches across from them responded by singing English carols. 

The two sides continued by shouting Christmas greetings to each other. Soon thereafter, there were calls for visits across the "No Man's Land" where small 
gifts were exchanged ð whisky, jam, cigars, chocolate, and the like. The artillery in the region fell silent that night. The truce also allowed a breathing spell 
where recently-fallen soldiers could be brought back behind their lines by burial parties. Proper burials took place as soldiers from both sides mourned the 

dead together and paid their respects. At one funeral in No Man's Land, soldiers from both sides gathered and read a passage from the 23rd Psalm. 

The truce spread to other areas of the lines, and there are many stories of soccer matches between the opposing forces. Letters sent home from both British 

and German soldiers related that the score was 3-2 in favor of the Germans. 

In many sectors, the truce lasted through Christmas night, but in some areas, it continued until New Year's Day. 

The truce occurred in spite of opposition at higher levels of the military. Earlier in the autumn, a call by Pope Benedict XV for an official truce between the war-

ring governments had been ignored. 

British commanders Sir John French and Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien vowed that no such truce would be allowed again. In all of the following years of the war, 
artillery bombardments were ordered on Christmas Eve to ensure that there were no further lulls in the combat. Troops were also rotated through various sec-
tors of the front to prevent them from becoming overly familiar with the enemy. Despite those measures, there were a few friendly encounters between enemy 

soldiers, but on a much smaller scale than the previous year. 
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Excerpt from a letter written by an unknown British Soldier recalling the “most memorable Christmas he had ever had”…. 

This will be the most memorable Christmas I've ever spent or likely to spend: since about tea time yesterday I don't think thereôs been a shot fired on either side up to 
now. Last night turned a very clear frost moonlight night, so soon after dusk we had some decent fires going and had a few carols and songs. The Germans com-
menced by placing lights all along the edge of their trenches and coming over to us ð wishing us a Happy Christmas etc. They also gave us a few songs etc. so we 
had quite a social party. Several of them can speak English very well so we had a few conversations. Some of our chaps went to over to their lines. I think theyôve all 
come back bar one from 'E' Co. They no doubt kept him as a souvenir. In spite of our fires etc. it was terribly cold and a job to sleep between look out duties, which are 
two hours in every six. 
 
First thing this morning it was very foggy. So we stood to arms a little longer than usual. A few of us that were lucky could go to Holy Communion early this morning. It 
was celebrated in a ruined farm about 500 yds behind us. I unfortunately couldn't go. There must be something in the spirit of Christmas as to day we are all on top of 
our trenches running about. Whereas other days we have to keep our heads well down. We had breakfast about 8.0 which went down alright especially some cocoa 
we made. We also had some of the post this morning. I had a parcel from B. G's Lace Dept containing a sweater, smokes, under clothes etc. We also had a card from 
the Queen, which I am sending back to you to look after please. After breakfast we had a game of football at the back of our trenches! We've had a few Germans over 
to see us this morning. They also sent a party over to bury a sniper we shot in the week. He was about a 100 yds from our trench. A few of our fellows went out and 
helped to bury him. 
 
About 10.30 we had a short church parade the morning service etc. held in the trench. How we did sing. 'O come all ye faithful. And While shepherds watched their 
flocks by night' were the hymns we had. At present we are cooking our Christmas Dinner! so will finish this letter later. 
 
Dinner is over! and well we enjoyed it. Our dinner party started off with fried bacon and dip-bread: followed by hot Xmas Pudding. I had a mascot in my piece. Next 
item on the menu was muscatels and almonds, oranges, bananas, chocolate etc followed by cocoa and smokes. You can guess we thought of the dinners at home. 
Just before dinner I had the pleasure of shaking hands with several Germans: a party of them came 1/2way over to us so several of us went out to them. I exchanged 
one of my balaclavas for a hat. I've also got a button off one of their tunics. We also exchanged smokes etc. and had a decent chat. They say they won't fire tomorrow 
if we don't so I suppose we shall get a bit of a holiday ð perhaps. After exchanging autographs and them wishing us a Happy New Year we departed and came back 
and had our dinner. 
 
We can hardly believe that we've been firing at them for the last week or two ð it all seems so strange. At present its freezing hard and everything is covered with ice. 

The letter Ends….. 

There are plenty of huge shell holes in front of our trenches, also pieces of shrapnel to be found. I never expected to shake hands with Germans between the firing 
lines on Christmas Day and I don't suppose you thought of us doing so. So after a fashion we've enjoyed our Christmas. Hoping you spend a happy time also George 
Boy as well. Kind regards to all the neighbors. With much love from Boy. 
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