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Season’ s Gr eet iChrigtmas is alntost upbniusand | wanted toGsénd each one of you my best during tﬂs
son. As this marks my second holiday season as a State Representative, | have had some time to reflectyearthagpbseyeantT his
incredibly challenging and rewarding for me. Despite being a freshman legislator, | have had the oppartonégsohaarticipdegis|a
tive sessions. As trying as those sessions were, | really could not have done it without the support of tlettecopihonaital - eeiy
email that my office has received this year has been appreciated and as always, | encourage you to commh\ermesmwncrfcﬂij
he

like to tharrky wife Kim and mwyonderful family who are my biggest sigppédeny Legislative calendar has contimaradjgd during th
past several months, Kim has been more patient and understanding than anyone should have to be. | hopautaaiy@sthal
with your loved ones as this year comes to a close.

As | have mentioned in previous updates, | will be in Tallahassee quite a bit at the beginning oktheeNenuxfdrar dhlegislativ
i ssues that have been put on the backbur ner eggslatare to mlsup thdir] c
sleeves and address a number of legislative issues. Our community has some important work facing it in teemgacoafiggundatis.
ary 29 Primary Ballot, you will be asked to vote on a Property Tax Reform Amendment. My office continues to edkeat Ithikspdopl
borough Counties on the details of this amendment. If you have any questions regarding the Property Tax aragisiationt pf
do not hesitate to contact my legislative staff. They are more than happy to provide any information thatrfotnmeskdéocisi
tionally, there is an important local issue that continues to face Polk County.

Last week, | sent out a copy of a letter that | have sent to both the Florida Department of Transzorsatotatod. GSKAse Igt-
ters | asked for a commitment from everyone i ntheeffectsahdt pio-n| t
posed rail traffic wildl have on all of Pol kntg€stsintthe gngoing discys-r
sions taking place about CSX6s proposed | LC r aisbsuehandkeepthe \
discussion going into the coming New Year. Despite being faced with important issues | hope we all kadpy/tBeamirit. o tinesH -
date | have included a story that | have always found heartwarming. | believe it reminds us of how evemxdneaitishr@ioi starasot

Christmas Truce

The truce began®©hristmas EMeecember 24914 wherGerman troopggan decorating the area arountigheired the region 6presBel-
gium forChristmasrThey began by placing candles on trees, then continued the celebrattnibyrsisgiaginost notabBtille NacliSilent
Night). ThBritish troops the trenches across from them responded by rajtigitvarols.

The two sides continued by shouting Christmas greetings to each other. Soon thereafter, there were callblfoasitslaimddete small
gifts were exchangedvhiskyjam cigarschocolateand the like. Tasilleryn the region fell silent that night. The truce also allowed a breathjing
where recentigllen soldiers could be brought back behind their lines by burial parties. Proper burials todkqtabetasstiddiensurned the
dead together and paid their respects. At one funeral in No Man's Land, soldiers from both sides gatherefilemthe2addePsassage

h

v)

The truce spread to other areas of the lines, and there are many stories of soccer matches between the iggeosingrferdesmListtl Briti
and German soldiers related that the scot2iwdav@r of the Germans.

In many sectors, the truce lasted through Christmas night, but in some areas, Neonteaed Datjl

The truce occurred in spite of opposition at higher levels of the military. Earlier in the RopenBerseedadt By an official truce between thejwa
ring governments had been ignored.

British commandersJ8hin Frendmd SiHorace Smiborrievowed that no such truce would be allowed again. In all of the following yealfs o
artillery bombardments were ordered on Christmas Eve to ensure that there were no further lulls in the ceorbtetelt dopaigleraebus gec-
tors of the front to prevent them from becoming overly familiar with the enemy. Despite those measures)dhenecoentaasdstivieen engmy
soldiers, but on a much smaller scale than the previous year.

Excerpt from a |l etter written by an unknown British Soljd

This will be the most memorable Christmas I've ever spent or likely to spend: since about tea time yestebday | oa'tehinkth s hot ff i
now. Last night turned a very clear frost moonlight night, so soon after dusk we had some decent fires guibgadddreglsa Téw Germans com
menced by placing lights all along the edge of their trenches and con@ingiskiergausi® Happy Christmas etc. Thgs\asus a few songs etc. so ye

had quite a social party. Several of them can speak English very well so we had a few conversations. Somevoéaur cltaps wentite i r | |i r
come back bar one from 'E' Co. They no doubt kept him as a souvenir. In spite of our fires etc. it wab tersielgpcbhaeeralgmk out duties, which :
two hours in every six.

First thing this morning it was very foggy. So we stood to arms a little longer than usual. A few of us twbwioly IGckyrnanidn early this mornjng.
was celebrated in a ruined farm about 500 yds behind us. | unfortunately couldn't go. There must be sdr@etisingais dsetapiay ove are all on top c
our trenches running about. Whereas other days we have to keep our heads well down. We had breakfast aboatrig)tt whpdtiatnisdore cocda

we made. We also had some of the post this morning. | had a parcel from B. G's Lace Dept containing a swietites, sttiokésalsudead a card fron
the Queen, which | am sending back to you to look after please. After breakfast we had a game of footbatichiethie/lladle dfanlia few Germang ov
to see us this morning. They also sent a party over to bury a sniper we shot in the week. He was about mach0® fede @foouiofallrers went out ahd

helped to bury him.

About 10.30 we had a short church parade the morning service etc. held in the trench. How we did singl. Ahdomiailallsye fdigntis watched their
flocks by night' were the hymns we had. At present we are cooking our Christmas Dinner! so will finish this letter later.

Dinner is over! and well we enjoyed it. Our dinner party started off with friedbbzairfatohdip by hot Xmas Rudithad a mascot in my piece. Nekt
item on the menu was muscatels and almonds, oranges, bananas, chocolate etc followed by cocoa and smokesudiboftha dinees svat thomd.
Just before dinner | had the pleasure of shaking hands with several Germans: a party of them came 1/2wayfaenentesoteaiiera. | excharjgec
one of my balaclavas for a hat. I've also got a button off one of their tunics. We also exchanged smoked état.ahuelyeshy thengewon't fire tom@rro
if we don't so | suppose we shall get a bit of & hpaithaps. After exchanging autographs and them wishing us avidappyeNi@parted and came back
and had our dinner.

We can hardly believe that we've been firing at them for the las®wiéel seénts so strange. At present its fneediagd everything is covered with ic
The |l etter Ends....

There are plenty of huge shell holes in front of our trenches, also pieces of shrapnel to be found. | nevenelspeitte G tvrahakebetween the firifg
lines on Christmas Day and | don't suppose you thought of us doing so. So after a fashion we've enjoyed gan §iteisthaalsapfpptimge also Ge@rge
Boy as well. Kind regards to all the neighbors. With much love from Boy.
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