SETH

J!~V(][‘::j:laii;]Lj;l:j;[;J DISTRICT 63

Our office continues to buzz with excitement as we approachNoviaistiterge weeks the next President of the United States
elected. Although the Presidential Inauguration does not take place until January, the Florida Legisldtasse®ileneatonthalle
to swear in new members and to continue di scus s icaditiensfo n
the State has been forced to make some difficult choices in prioritizing state tax dollars. One of my tepsurintiteahal geen
FIl ori dads st ud e-quality educatiore In this update $ wiltdescrine sbne gftlthe gains we aspanttongdi
tion and help to put our current funding into perspective. Also, attacteiddattizceament that details eactCohtteutional
Amendments appearing on the November ballot. This is great information and | encourage you to review it prior to vojing.

Thank you for your well wishes and support as wpeuimlev|e
Florida House of Representatives.

Education Gains

In late August, the College Board, which administers the SAT, released very encouraging news: this yeaa i@y ts00,000
took the SAT, signaling the highest st udentakipgahe $AT bas pjat
changed drastically over the past 30 years. During that time the percentage of African American test takeod ¥éraased| fror
the percentage of Hispanic test takers increased from 4% to 24%.

I n addition, the resul t s-Americdn studenteoutscoredtheifnhtionalicalraddpaeading apd ¢
mathematics sections of the SAT by 37 points (953 combined score) and five points (861 combined score), respectivgly.

Clearly these results show that the State is making progress in our comprehensive approach to educationgWeoomfst rema
cus on early childhood development, strong academic standards, quality educators, and accountability. \ighwisawiitraiegy
continue to see a reduction in the dropout rate as well as a trend towards postsecondary education.

Education Funding

As you may know, the State is mandated to balance its budget with the revenues available, which meansotfsat aihtoflognt |
made last session in order for expenses to meet fallingTeeqrastdudget cycle provided an opportunity to takeak ebsdl
cation funding. This year 27% of the stateb6s $66 bil

[
The graph below shows student enrollment and state funding for Polk County. Since 2003 education fundir@/thakiiacrgase
student enroll ment has grown at a much sl ower pathege- |AS

ductions overall to education were less than 2%. While | do not discount the fact that a 2% reduction awfibantidistyp#cts
I am proud to have kept education funding a priority in the face of our severe budget shortfalls.

2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09* Total Increase
Student enrollment 83,204 85,669 88,807 92,020 92,953 93,746
Student enrollment growth 2.96% 3.66% 3.62% 1.01% 0.85% 12.109
Funding
Total Funds 433,701,542 469,402,752 527,081,015 608,890,045 646,952,128 637,134,168
Total Funds Growth 8.23% 12.29% 15.52% 6.25% -1.52% 40.779

**Funds per FTE 5,212 5,479 5,935 6,617 6,960 6,796

USF Polytechnic

This week students, faculty, and community members throughou
county gathered for a Pep Rally to celebrate the victories of YSF
technic. Last Session, Senator Alexander and | worked together
Senate Bill 186 which allows the USF Polytechnic campus aditon
the form its own budget, administrator and board. In additior], ot
legislative delegation worked to secure critical funding for thg de
ment of the Polk County campus. Under the leadership of Df. M

SGA President, Zach Crum, and Sen. JD Alexander celebratetconomic engine our community has ever had. Go Bulls!

Rep. Seth McKeel, Dr. Marshall Goodman, Dr. Judy Gensrtalfoodman, | believe that USF Polytechnic will prove to be theg gre
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