
As I write to you from my district office, we are preparing for Tropical Storm Fay. In this update I have included some important 
phone numbers and websites designed to provide up to date information on the storm and emergency contacts.  Also in this up-
date, I have new information from the Agency for Health Care Administration on the Certificate of Need (CON) appeals process in 
Sun City Center.  
 

It is a pleasure to represent you in the House and I am honored to serve you. As always, please contact my office if we can be of 
service to you.  
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St. Josephõs Hospital 
 
As many of you may know I have been working with the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) and with the residents of 
Sun City Center on the issues surrounding the South Bay Hospital for some time. In 2005, St. Josephôs Hospital and South Bay 
Hospital both submitted Certificate of Need (CON) requests to build a new hospital on Big Bend Road in Riverview. The two 
CONS led to a 2007 decision to close South Bay Hospitalôs Sun City Center location. Earlier this summer Judge J.D. Parrish ruled 
to reverse the 2005 AHCA decision. The judgeôs recommendation was sent back to AHCA for final ruling. 
 
Iôm pleased to share that on Friday, August 15th Secretary Holly Benson signed the Final Order approving St. Joseph's Hospital 
to construct a 90 bed acute care satellite hospital at the Big Bend Road. The CON is conditioned to the Big Bend Road location, 
to 12.5% total annual patient days provided to Medicaid/charity care patients and that St. Joseph's will not add the 90 beds back 
to its existing facility for a period of two years from the date the new hospital is licensed.   
 
My priority remains making sure Sun City Centerôs residents have accessibility to immediate and effective healthcare. Therefore, I 
strongly support this ruling which will meet the increased need for hospital services required by south Hillsborough County resi-
dents while maintaining the current services of South Bay Hospital provided in Sun City Center. I congratulate the residents of 
Sun City Center on the hard work they have put in on the South Bay Hospital issue and I thank you for allowing me to work with 
you on solving this critical community need.  

Tropical Storm Fay 
 

Tropical Storm Fay is on a course that may impact parts of Flor-
ida.  While we do not know exactly what areas of the state may be 
impacted or what the eventual strength of the storm will be, all of us 
need to prepare because we have learned from experience 
that these storms can quickly change course and strength.  Here are 
some important phone numbers and websites: 
 
Florida Emergency Information Hotline (FEIL):  (800) 342-3557 
Polk County Citizens Information Line: (863) 534-0321  
Hillsborough County Information Line: (813) 272-5900 
American Red Cross: (863) 294-5941 
 

www.hillsboroughcounty.org/emerg  
http://www.polk-county.net/ 

http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/emerg
http://www.polk-county.net/

