
Happy Sine Die! Sine Die is a Latin phrase that you hear in the halls of the Capitol during the last week of Session. It mean�V���³�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���G�D�\�´���D�Q�G���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���X�V�H�G��
to describe the end of the Legislative Session. As I write to you from Tallahassee, we are closing in on Sine Die for the 2008 Legislative Session. The past 
�W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D���P�D�G���V�F�U�D�P�E�O�H���W�R���I�L�J�K�W���I�R�U���R�X�U���D�U�H�D�¶�V���L�V�V�X�H�V�����$�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���J�R�L�Q�J���D���P�L�O�H���D���P�L�Q�X�W�H���R�Q���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���I�O�R�R�U����there are a number of is-
sues to discuss. In this update I will provide information on the USF Polytechnic Campus, the South Bay Hospital and the Energy issues of the State. As 
summer begins, I will be speaking with a number of local organizations that you may be a member of about what occurred during session. I strongly encour-
age you to attend those events or contact my office so that I can come speak with an organization that you are a part of. I will be back in the district next 
week and look forward to seeing you. 
 

I have included the following article because it provides a great summary of where we are with the USF Polytechnic Campus project. I would like to thank 
�7�R�P���3�D�O�P�H�U�¶�V���J�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���R�Q���W�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�� 

 
Legislators Back Funding and Regional Autonomy for USF Lakeland Campus 
By Tom Palmer  

TALLAHASSEE Funding for the new University of South Florida Polytechnic campus should not facing any roadblocks, despite recent criticism, State Rep. 
Seth McKeel, R-Lakeland, said Wednesday.  
He said the $15 million for the initial campus construction is in both the House and Senate appropriation bills and Gov. Charlie Crist has promised to ap-
prove it. 
 
�7�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���F�D�P�S�X�V���K�D�V���F�R�P�H���X�Q�G�H�U���I�L�U�H���I�U�R�P���F�U�L�W�L�F�V���L�Q���W�K�H���7�D�P�S�D���%�D�\���D�U�H�D�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�6�)�¶�V���Pain campus and one of its 
other campuses. 
 
One of the bases of those criticisms has been over whether projected enrollment numbers have been inflated. 
 
McKeel said the numbers have not been manipulated, but are simply the way student spaces have to be accounted for. 
 
�³�,���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W�¶�V���D�Q���L�V�V�X�H���¶�¶���K�H���V�D�L�G�� 
 
�7�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�V���W�R�R�N���D���J�R�R�G���O�R�R�N���D�W���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���F�D�P�S�X�V�¶���I�L�J�X�U�H�V���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�X�V���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���³�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�Dtel�\���V�L�]�H�G���¶�¶���K�H���V�D�L�G�� 
 
�0�F�.�H�H�O���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���H�[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���P�D�G�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�X�V�¶���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\���Y�H�W�W�H�G���D�I�W�H�U�����&�U�L�V�W���K�D�G���Y�H�W�R�H�G���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�Rpriations bill last year. 
 
�/�R�F�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���S�X�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�¶�V���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�S�L�H�F�H���R�I���D���S�O�D�Q���W�R���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�I�\���W�K�H���Oocal economy by trying to 
attract high-tech research and job creation. 
 
�³�,�W�¶�V���V�R���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���3�R�O�N���&�R�X�Q�W�\���¶�¶���0�F�.�H�H�O���V�D�L�G���� 
 
Earlier, legislation sponsored by McKeel and Sen. J.D. Alexander, R-�/�D�N�H���:�D�O�H�V�������W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�X�V�¶���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\���Z�R�Q���Xnanimous House 
approval. 
 
Under the legislation the USF Polytechnic campus will have its own budget, administrator and board.  
 
The new USF campus will be located on a 550-acre site offered by The Williams Company and will be inside Williams development at the intersection of the 
Polk Parkway and Interstate 4. 
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South Bay Hospital 
 
Many of you have been inquiring about the situation in Sun City Center concerning South Bay Hospital. I have been working with the Agency for Health 
Care Administration (AHCA) on this issue and can report the following. South Bay Hospital is currently going through the appeals process. Tampa General 
Hospital and St. Joseph's Hospital oppose �$�+�&�$�¶�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���R�I���6�R�X�W�K���%�D�\���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�¶�V���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���W�R���P�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�F�Llity.  The hearing to 
review the opposition is scheduled for February 2-27, 2009.  The hearing could last one to five weeks.  Prior to the hearing, all parties (including Tampa 
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�Q�G���6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K�¶�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����D�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�V�H���W�R���D�Q Administrative Law Judge. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge will then issue a ruling 30 days after receipt of all the cases. All parties may file Exceptions to the ruling.  The Exceptions are 
filed at AHCA and considered by the Agency Secretary prior to issuance of what is known as a Final Order.  The   Final Order is issued by the Agency within 
45 days of the receipt of the ruling by the Administrative Law Judge.  The Final Order may or may not endorse the ruling of the Administrative Law Judge. 
 
Within 30 days after the issuance of the Final Order, a party of an administrative hearing for a CON may seek a judicial review in the District Court of Ap-
peal.  In the event the court determines there was a complete absence of a justifiable issue of law or fact raised by the losing party, the court may award 
�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�¶�V���I�H�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�V�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�D�L�O�L�Q�J���H�Q�W�L�W�\��   
 
Due to the nature of the process, I wanted to share the details with you to show that a final decision may still be a long way off. Consequently, I will continue 
to keep you abreast of new developments in this matter as they happen. I commit that my staff and I will stay actively engaged in this process and I will 
continue fight for the residents of Sun City Center. 

Energy  
 
Energy policy has seen a great deal of debate throughout our country. Florida has been right in the middle of that debate as we lay a foundation for meas-
ured and thoughtful energy policy in our state. As a member of Energy Committee in the House, I worked very hard this session to see that carefully crafted 
�H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�R�O�L�F�\���Z�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\���3�D�F�N�D�J�H�����+�%���������������$�V���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���P�\���Z�R�U�N���W�R���F�U�D�I�W���D���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�¶�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\��needs, I amended HB 37, 
entitled Contracting for Efficiency or Conservation Measures by State Agencies onto the energy package in both the House and the Senate. This legislation 
is critical to allowing state and local government the opportunity of adding water measures to their efforts at becoming more energy efficient. 
 
In addition to amending HB 37 onto the energy package, I worked with my colleagues in the House to shape the intent of the energy package. The following 
principles are in both the House and Senate energy packages: 
 

Expands the air quality, energy, and land use goals of the State Comprehensive Plan to include the development of low-carbon emitting electric power 
plants, the reduction of atmospheric carbon dioxide, the promotion of the use and development of renewable energy resources, and provide for the siting of 
low carbon emitting electric power plants, including nuclear plants. 

Encourages businesses to develop jobs by providing incentives and awards for fulfilling certain requirements.  
Legislative Intent: The Legislature finds that the implementation of alternative energy technologies can be a source of new jobs and employment opportuni-
ties for many Floridians. 
 
�,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���L�V���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�����,�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K���D�Q�G���L�Q�Q�R�Yation, but also focuses on 
planning for the future needs of Florida. 


