
CSX Update 
 
Tonight the House of Representatives approved HB 1399, the House Transportation Bill.  Given that the bill contained the lan-
guage relative to the CSX transaction, I thought it appropriate to reiterate to you the work I have done on this issue and the results 
of those efforts thus far.  First of all, I am in complete agreement with Lakeland as it relates to the re-routing the trains in down-
town Lakeland. 
 
I serve in the House and itôs a very different body than the Senate.  The CSX language is contained in the stateôs major transpor-
tation bill.  The bill passed, as we knew it would, overwhelmingly in the House (77-39).  Knowing that it would pass overwhelm-
ingly, I fought hard to introduce and protect language which the Lakeland City Commission asked for which declares the Legisla-
tureôs intent that freight trains through Lakeland be re-routed. This provision gives us seat at DOTôs negotiating table for the next 
several years to ensure that re-routing is done if the bill passes the Senate.  I have fought hard for this protection for Lakeland 
throughout the process and Iôll keep fighting for it.   The worst part of this entire mess in my opinion is that Lakeland has been left 
ñout of the loopò in negotiating.  No one argues that when the Cityôs language passes, that will no longer be the case. 
 
The City Commission asked me for this protection and I am committed to fighting for it.  I am by no means endorsing or taking 
ownership of the manner in which the DOT proposal took shape;  Iôm simply trying to make the situation better for the State, Polk 
County and Lakeland in the event it moves forward in the Senate. 
 
I have worked diligently on the Cityôs behalf.  My job is to do the right thing and I plan to keep fighting for the City in the event the 
CSX-related portions of the bill survive both the House and the Senate. 
 
In addition to the Cityôs own concerns, I was concerned that we need a comprehensive plan for commuter and passenger rail in 
our state.  My amendment accomplishes this as well.  This is good public policy for the state.  I have fought hard for it and I intend 
to pass it. 
 
Iôm proud to have worked all session protecting Lakelandôs interest here and I am committed to helping get our protections into 
law. Thank you for your  continued support! 
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