
I am writing you this afternoon from our State Capitol in Tallahassee. With just two more weeks to go, it seems like almost yesterday that Session 
was beginning. When Session started, I knew that this was going to be an incredibly important time for our community. As expected, your delegation 
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���Z�U�H�V�W�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���L�V�V�X�H�V�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���X�S�G�D�W�H�����Z�H�¶�U�H���I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���L�P�S�R�Utance. 
 

Last week I proposed an amendment in the House of Representatives to help mitigate the negative impact that the proposed CSX project will have 
on the Polk County Area. I have included an explanation of that amendment language in this update along with several letters that have been previ-
ously written by the City of Lakeland.  Another project that has seen a great deal of work is the USF Lakeland Polytechnic Campus. As I have men-
tioned in previous updates, I am running an important piece of legislation for the campus and have included an update on our progress. In an update 
that is a bit closer to home, I have some very happy news to relay. 
 

Two Polk County priests have been honored by Pope Benedict XVI with the title of monsignor, Monsignor John Caulfield and Monsignor Leon Do-
bosiewicz. Monsignor John Caulfield was my pastor growing up and married me and my wife. I am incredibly proud of both Monsignor Caulfield and 
Dobosiewicz. 
 

As I am sure you are aware, our community and our state has lost a beloved teacher, Hazel Haley. Miss Hazel Haley died at the age of 91. In this 
update I have included a link that highlights a moment of silence that was taken by the Florida House of Representatives to honor Miss Haley. 
 

In reflecting on this week, I feel a sense of pride in what our delegation is accomplishing in the legislature. I have the opportunity to serve with public 
servants that work tirelessly for our area. Serving with them and for you is inspiring and humbling. I thank you for your faith and trust in me; I will 
continue to do everything I can to earn it. God Bless you! 

CSX Amendment 
 
Last month, the City of Lakeland wrote us a letter (attached to this update) outlining their greatest concerns with the entire CSX ILC/Orlando Commuter Rail 
situation.  Subsequent to that letter, they asked that we put into law some language protecting their interests should the deal go forward.  I believed it was 
reasonable and that I could in fact accomplish its inclusion in the House language.  I believed that their request and our proposal make sense because one 
�R�I���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���P�H���P�R�V�W���D�Q�J�U�\���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���G�H�D�O���L�V���W�K�D�W���/�D�N�H�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G���I�U�R�P���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V��it was being crafted.  This 
makes me mad and, in the event any portion of this situation goes forward, I want Lakeland to have a seat at the negotiating table.  Secondly, I am upset for 
the entire state that we have never had a state-wide plan for commuter/passenger rail that contemplates the freight corridors and how they interact with 
passenger rail.  So I included that state-wide plan in my proposal, again advocating this at the request of the City Commission.  Finally, if the proposal 
�P�R�Y�H�V���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���G�H�F�O�D�U�H���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���I�U�H�L�J�K�W���W�U�D�L�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���/�D�N�H�O�D�Q�G���E�H���U�H-routed.  This provision again gives us an important seat at 
�'�2�7�¶�V���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�Q�J���W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���\�H�D�U�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���U�H-routing is done if the ILC deal moves forward.   
   
Finally, I think all the Polk Legislators have done a good job representing the City.  The City Commission wanted to make sure that we covered all the bases 
we can, and the language we inserted in the amendment goes a long way toward that end.  I am by no means endorsing or taking ownership of any pro-
posal, just trying to make the situation a little better for the State, Polk County and Lakeland in the event it moves forward (which, as you well know is ques-
tionable at a lot of levels: local, state and federal).   So the bottom line of the proposal is three �±fold: 
 

1. A state-wide commuter/passenger study that includes analysis of freight corridors throughout the state. 
2. A Central Florida study of the impacts created by the Orlando Commuter Rail Projects. 
3. The Legislative Intent to FDOT to fund the elimination of those central Florida impacts within 10 years. 

Polk Monsignor 
 

Recently, a dear friend of mine was awarded a very special honor. Father 
John Caulfield, pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Lakeland was 
bestowed the title of Monsignor by Pope Benedict XVI. As a note of refer-
ence,  Monsignor is a title of honor in the Roman Catholic Church, born 
by persons of ecclesiastic rank and implying a distinction bestowed by the 
pope, either in conjunction with an office or merely titular. All those who 
�E�H�D�U���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���R�I���P�R�Q�V�L�J�Q�R�U���E�H�O�R�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���³�S�D�S�D�O���I�D�P�L�O�\�´���D�Q�G���D�U�H���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���W�R��
be present in the Cappella Pontificia (when the 
pope celebrates solemn mass). The title will be 
formally conferred on May 9th, but I thought it was 
important to recognize Monsignor Caulfield this 
week. I have known Monsignor Caulfield all my life 
and greatly respect him. He con-�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���.�L�P�¶�V��
and my marriage and I am very proud of his recog-
nition and the service that he has provided to our 
community.  
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Hazel Haley was a teacher, but she was more than that.  She was a trans-
formational figure to thousands of students throughout our community. It is 
estimated that she taught 13,500 students in her 69 year career, 67 of which 
were at Lakeland High. Miss Haley was an institution for generations of Polk 
County families, including my own. Her death on April 7th is a loss to our com-
munity, and a loss to Florida.  As the longest serving public school teacher in 
the country, she inspired her English students to embrace literature and un-
derstand that words have special meaning. With humor, grace, and a sharp 
wit, Miss Haley is remembered for fostering growth in young people. She had 
a philosophy that called for students to find themselves in High School and 
move onto their own acts of greatness. In her honor I asked for a moment of 
silence in the Florida House of Representatives last week.  Miss Haley will be 
missed, but thanks be to God that we are left with her legacy and our memo-
ries of her fullness of life.  Please click on the link below to view footage of the 
�+�R�X�V�H�¶�V���P�R�P�H�Q�W���R�I���V�L�O�H�Q�F�H�� 
 
 Hazel Haley Moment of Silence in FL House 
 

USF Lakeland 
 

As I have mentioned in previous updates, I am sponsoring HB 1143, entitled Uni-
versity of South Florida Lakeland. Along with Senator JD Alexander, we are work-
ing to create the same autonomy for the proposed USF Lakeland Polytechnic that is 
already enjoyed by regional campuses in St. Petersburg and Sarasota. This is an 
issue that will be critical once the USF Lakeland Polytechnic becomes operational.  
Currently, HB 1143 is in the Policy in Budget Council. The Policy and Budget Council 
�L�V���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���D���E�L�O�O�¶�V���O�D�V�W���V�W�R�S���E�H�I�R�U�H���L�W���L�V���Y�R�W�H�G���R�Q���L�Q���+�R�X�V�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�����,���D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���W�K�D�W��
this legislation will pass out of the legislature and with the support of the State; I look 
forward to moving forward with the USF Lakeland Project. 


