I am writing you this afternoon from our State Capitol in Tallahassee. With just two more weeks to go,asbedays it Sdissen
was beginning. When Session started, | knew that this was going to be an incredibly important time for ootedpypoundile geti@rpe
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Last week | proposed an amendment in the House of Representatives to help mitigate the negative impact thrgethevit
on the Polk County Area. | have included an explanation of that amendment language in this update alothgt Wihesbeemld
ously written by the City of Lakeland. Another project that has seen a great deal of work is the USF Lakgland\Bdlytachmierga
tioned in previous updates, | am running an important piece of legislation for the campus and have inclyztegtessu puate uyd
that is a bit closer to home, | have some very happy news to relay.

Two Polk County priests have been honored by Pope Benedict XVI with the title of monsignor, Monsignor JamrQadfidibafd M
bosiewicz. Monsignor John Caulfield was my pastor growing up and married me and my wife. | am incredibhyopCaudfieidati@Mor
Dobosiewicz.

As | am sure you are aware, our community and our state has lost a beloved teacher, Hazel Haley. Miss Hapeadftfdleindisd at th
update | have included a link that highlights a moment of silence that was taken by the Florida House adriReblissditdtiyes td h

In reflecting on this week, | feel a sense of pride in what our delegation is accomplishing in the legistaturity kdvaeevilevith puplic
servants that work tirelessly for our area. Serving with them and for you is inspiring and humbling. Itthemd tyost fior rype fsill

continue to do everything | can to earn it. God Bless you! gj/

CSX Amendment

Last month, the City of Lakeland wrote us a letter (attached to this update) outlining their greatest cer@@Xns @itrtedenGommuter|Rail
situation. Subsequent to that letter, they asked that we put into law some language protecting their irteyestswholildahevad it was
reasonable and that | could in fact accomplish its inclusion in the House language. | believed that thepsetjuestendrme pecause gne
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makes me mad and, in the event any portion of this situation goes forward, | want Lakeland to have a dadtaStheondgtiatimgupset for
the entire state that we have never hadwadstgitan for commuter/passenger rail that contemplates the freight loowitharg imteract with
passenger ralko | included that statde plan in my proposal, again advocating this at the request of the Cityraitynisgienproposal
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Finally, | think all the Polk Legislators have done a good job represeftirgClitg Cityamission wanted to makeasuve tovered all the bgses
we can, and the language we inserted in the amendment goes a long way tdwardyhab endans endorsing or takiegloyof any pro-
posal, just trying to make the situation a little better for the State, Polk County and Lakeland in the evghidhiresgedomstiknow is glies-
tionable at a lot of levels: local, state and federal). So the bottom line of the pfofuhsal is three

1. A statavide commuter/passenger study that includes analysis of freight corridors throughout the state.
2. A Central Florida study of the impacts created by the Orlando Commuter Rail Projects.
3. The Legislative Intent to FDOT to fund the elimination of those central Florida impacts within 10 years.

Polk Monsignor Hazel Halewyas a teacher, but she was more than that. She was at
formational figure to thousands of students throughout our commlnity
C)erstimated that she taught 13,500 students in her 69 year career, p7 0
Lakeland High. Miss Haley was an institution for generatipns
lf'amllles including my own. Her death is Apgas3 to our con-
and a loss to Florida. As the longest serving public schogl te:
| Qt%ﬁ ry, she inspired her Engllsh students to embrace literature a
Words ecial me
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a phllosophy that called for students to flnd themselves in H|gh SEhoc
move onto their own acts of greatness. In her honor | asked for ajmor
. . . . . silence in the Florida House of Representatives last week. Miss Hale
important to recognize Monsignor Caulfield this missed, but thanks be to God that we are left with her legacy andour

week. | have known Monsignor Caulfield aj my life ; f her full f life. Pl lick on the link below to view fbota
and greatly respect him. HeobOHEUDWHG . LP IV ||| A% vy PRPHOW RI VLOHORH o o

and my marriage and | am very proud of hik recog-
nition and the service that he has providedjto our

Recently, a dear friend of mine was awarded a very spéaghén
John Caulfieldpastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Lakelan
bestowed the title of Monsignor by Pope Benedict XVI. As a np
ence,Monsignois a title of honor in the Rdaholic Churdborn

by persons of ecclesiastic rank and implying a distinction best
pope, either in conjunction with an office or merely titular. All t
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be present in the Cappella Pontificia (when.the
pope celebrates solemn maks)title will be
formally conferred on Map@t | thought it wds
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Hazel Haley Moment of Silence in FL House

community.

USE Lakeland 250 East Highland Drive
Lakeland, FL 33813

As | have mentioned in previous updates, | am sptBh3dd3g entitled Uni- (863) 6474896

versity of South Florida Lakeladdong with Senator JD Alexander, we arg Hillsborough Toll Free (866) 7313032

ing to create the same autonomy for the proposed USF Lakeland Polyt

already enjoyed by regional campuses in St. Petersburg and Sarasota. Seth.McKeel@MyFloridaHouse.gov

issue that will be critical once the USF Lakeland Polytechnic becomes
Currently, HB 1143 is in the Policy in Budget Council. The Policy and
forward to moving forward with the USF Lakeland Project. L Sl eI At




