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budget today on the floor and I wanted to share some facts with you before that happens. I serve on the Schools and Learning Council and thought it appro-
priate to provide you a perspective on what our budget looks like. Below, I have list points of the proposed budget that may be of interest to you. Please 
contact me if you have any questions on the budget or issues that are important you. 

Schools & Learning Council 
K-12 Education 
We are honoring our commitment to provide full funding ($270.2 million) for the potential revenue impact of Amendment One. 

We are not raising property taxes.  The proposed budget does not contain an increase in required local effort (RLE). In fact, we have gone back to the 
rollback rate. 
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and still the average per student increase over the last eight years is 4.44% or $255 per student.  

It is not only how much we spend on education that matters; how we spend it matters too.  We have placed a high value on raising standards, accountabil-
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among minority students and students with disabilities.   
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Higher Education 
According to a College Board report, Florida ranks 50th in the nation for the cost to attend a public four-year university.  Even with our proposed 6% tui-

tion increase, higher education in Florida will still be among the most affordable in the country.  This reasonable and responsible increase will 
minimize the impact of budget reductions on institutions of higher education.     

We are maintaining our commitment to reward high achieving high school students by continuing to award scholarships through the Florida Bright Futures 
Program, including the 6% tuition increase in the scholarship award.   

Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten  
We are continuing our commitment to the Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program, by making no reductions and continuing to fund this program at the same 
per student amount as last year.  
 

Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) 
We are continuing our longstanding commitment to an excellent education system and have minimized the budgeting impact on students. 

FEFP reductions were limited to an average of only $86 or 1.2% per student from $7,126.95 to 7,041.09.  

Despite this reduction, the per FTE amount is still $223 above the 2006-07 amount of $6,818.35.  

We are using $270.2 million of state funds to honor our commitment on Amendment One.  
 

Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten  
We are continuing our commitment to the successful Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten program, which prepares students to academic success from an early 

age, by funding this program at the same level of last year, $2,677 per student.  

Other PreK-12 Areas  
A world-class education system requires excellent teachers.  Our budget demonstrates a commitment to rewarding strong teachers.  

We prioritized the funding for our most vulnerable students by including smaller reductions for the Diagnostic and Learning Resource Centers 
(FDLRS), Autism Program, and Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, which were all reduced 2.5%; recurring funds for most other categories are 
reduced by 4%. 

Higher Education 
The reasonable and responsible 6% tuition increase will minimize the impact of budget reductions on institutions of higher education.     

Community Colleges 
When including increased tuition revenue there is a $16.9 million, or 1.0%, net increase in funding. 

State Universities 
When including increased tuition revenue there is a $17.3 million, or 0.5%, decrease. 

Existing medical schools will see a 4% reduction and UCF and FIU medical schools are funded based on the original funding plan. 

We prioritized maintaining access to our higher education system for those who struggle to afford it.  Student Financial aid is reduced only 2.5%. 

Public School Workforce 
When including the 6% tuition increase, public school workforce funding is decreased $11.5 million or 2%.  

Private Colleges and Universities 
Many Florida students count on the Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG) to make college more affordable.  FRAG will only see a 2.5% reduction.  

There is a 2.5% reduction in the award amount for Access to Better Learning and Education Grants (ABLE) from $1,250 to $1,219 

Student Financial Aid 
We are honoring our commitment of rewarding Florida students who have excelled in high school and earned the Florida Bright Futures 

award by fully funding this award at the 6% tuition level.   However, the book award is decreased from $525 to $250 under the Florida Aca-
demic Scholars Award Program. 

Need-based aid, First Generation Matching Grants and Minority Teacher Scholarships will realize a 2.5% reduction.  

Vocational Rehabilitation and Blind Services 
Net reduction to state funds is only 0.17% for Vocational Rehabilitation and 0.9% for Blind Services with no loss of federal match. 
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