
I would like to send you my best wishes as we close out the month of March up in Tallahassee. We are about halfway through session. In many respects, 
�W�K�L�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���Y�H�U�\���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���K�D�Y�H���Z�H���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�K�R�U�W�I�D�O�O�V���L�Q���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���E�X�G�J�H�W�����E�X�W���Ze are continuing to address those 
shortfalls in the 2008-09 Budget. Additionally, the legislature has addressed many issues that hit very close to home with many of you in our community. 
 
Outside of my policymaking role, I also had the opportunity to participate in a live online chat with Bill Rufty of the Lakeland Ledger Newspaper on Thurs-
day. I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to converse with people back in our community one on one. Consequently,  I have included details of that as well 
and a link to the questions that were asked. However,  There is still one question that continues to be asked of everyone in the �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����³�:�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H��
�%�X�G�J�H�W���O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H�"�´ 
 
This week, the legislature will be releasing its recommendations for the 2008-09 Budget. There has been a lot of speculation as to what that will look like. 
�8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�����W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���L�V���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�U�X�Q�W���R�I���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�X�U���6�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����,�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�Ve to these factors, the Legislature 
is working to craft an appropriate budget that is both fiscally responsible and conducive to economic growth.  I will be releasi�Q�J���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�Q���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H�¶�V��
budget as soon as I receive them. Thank you for the trust that you have put in me as your State Representative in Tallahassee. 

Live Chat with Lakeland Ledger  
 

Yesterday, from 12:00-1:00p I participated in a live online chat via the Lakeland Ledger News-
paper website. I would like to thank Bill Rufty for inviting me to take part in the chat and I 
would like to thank everyone who took the time to submit a question. I enjoyed the chat very 
much and in case you missed it, I have included a link below to the conversation. As a side 
note, I am told that I had the most questions asked of me of anyone who has participated in 
the online chat so far. I think this is a testament to the people of our community and the con-
cern that is shown for the issues that affect us. Thank you for your thoughtfulness. 
Click here to read the transcript  
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Home Affordability 
 

As many of you have heard me speak on this issue before, you know that I think affordability is the number one issue facing Flor�L�G�D�¶�V���I�X�W�X�U�H�����)�U�D�Q�N�O�\�����W�K�H��
ability to live and work in Florida is being threatened by high property taxes, high property insurance, and the rising price of the goods that we depend on. 
I have been working with my colleagues in the House to address these issues in a responsible and even manner. To that end, I am sponsoring House 
bill 51, entitled Partial Payment of Property Taxes. This bill would cut people some slack if they are late in paying their property taxes. While they will 
still be responsible for paying any late fees or fines that they have incurred, they will have the opportunity to pay what they can. This changes the current 
system, whereby even if you pay one dollar short of your assessed property tax bill, the Property Tax collector will send your check back and assess you 
�S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V���R�Q���\�R�X�U���H�Q�W�L�U�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�D�[���E�L�O�O�����,���M�X�V�W���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�V���D���I�D�L�U���G�H�D�O���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�D�[�H�V��have been rising faster than incomes 
for the past several years. House Bill 51 is currently in the Government Efficiency and Accountability Council. If it passes out of that council, it will be sent 
to the Policy and Budget Council and subsequently sent to the House Floor for a vote. However, this is not the only piece of legislation that is being heard 
in the house. The following pieces of legislation passed on the House Floor last week. 
 
HB 743, entitled Mortgage Fraud 
This bill increase penalties for mortgage fraud when the loan value is greater than $100,000 and authorizes county property appraisers to reassess prop-
�H�U�W�L�H�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���P�R�U�W�J�D�J�H���I�U�D�X�G���W�R���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���O�R�Z�H�U���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���K�R�P�H�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�¶���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�D�[�H�V�� 
 
I voted for this bill because one of the key causes of the mortgage fiasco that we are experiencing is the artificially inflated value of real estate due to 
fraud and bad actors. I believe that this is a good step towards unraveling the real estate knot that our state is tied up in right now. 
 
HJR 7003, entitled Property Tax Relief for Deployed Military Personnel 
 
This bill creates a property tax credit for deployed military personnel. Qualified military personnel will be exempt from taxes based on the number of the 
calendar days in the year they are deployed. 
 
I voted for this bill because I think it is fair that if someone is willing to sacrifice for our well being, that we do everything that we can to help them where 
possible. I think a measure like this is the least that we can do for our deployed service men and women. 
 
HB 643, entitled Foreclosure Rescue Fraud 
The bill protects consumers from fraud by companies offering to help homeowners at risk of foreclosure. 
 
I co-sponsored and voted for this bill because in a time when homeowners are being taken advantage of, the State must do everything it can to help peo-
ple keep their homes. This bill helps level the playing field and makes foreclosure rescue service more transparent. 

Energy Update 
 
Recently, I was very fortunate to have my bill HB  37, entitled contracting for Efficiency or Conservation Measures by State Agencies amended 
onto the House and Senate Energy Packages. This bill, which passed out of the House last year, stipulates in statute that water related measures are to 
be included in Energy Saving Contracts. This is critical in a time where water conservation is the rule and not the exception. I fully support the legisla-
�W�X�U�H�¶�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�¶�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�¶�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�R�O�L�F�\����  


