
Happy Easter from Tallahassee! As we head into the Easter Holiday, I would like to extend my best wishes to you. I am very blessed to have heard from 
so many of you this week in Tallahassee and appreciate hearing you thoughts on the issues facing everyone in our area. While we are only three weeks 
�L�Q�W�R���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���6�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���S�D�F�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���D�V���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V���L�Vsues facing Florida. 
 

Despite how busy things get up here, I am reminded of the important things that Easter presents. Historically, Easter presents a time of renewal and growth. 
I did a little digging to discover the some of the roots of the Easter Tradition and have shared some interesting facts with you in this update. Just yesterday, 
our area got one step closer to growing with the added support of Governor Charlie Crist on building the USF Lakeland Polytechnic Campus. Finally, I have 
included an update on a piece of legislation that I have been working tirelessly to pass. 
 

I wish each one of you the very best during this Easter Weekend. I will be spending this Easter Holiday in the district with my family and hope that you can 
do the same. I appreciate your words of encouragement and hope to continue hearing from you as Session progresses. As always, please do not hesitate 
to contact my office if I can be of service to you. 

Easter Facts 
 

The name Easter comes from Eostre, an ancient Anglo-Saxon goddess, originally of the dawn. In pagan times an annual spring festival 
was held in her honor.  

 

Easter is now celebrated (in the words of the Book of Common Prayer) on the first Sunday after the full moon which happens on or after 
March 21, the Spring Equinox. Therefore it can occur on any Sunday from March 22nd through to April 25th.  

 

In medieval times a festival of egg throwing was held in church, during which the priest would throw a hard-boiled egg to one of the choir-
boys. It was then tossed from one choirboy to the next and whoever held the egg when the clock struck 12 was the winner and retained 
the egg.  

 

Easter Bonnets are a throw back to the days when the people denied themselves the pleasure of wearing finery for the duration of Lent. 
By tradition, it was obligatory (or at least lucky) for churchgoers to wear some bright new piece of clothing - at least an Easter bonnet, if 
not a complete new outfit.  

 

The custom of giving eggs at Easter time has been traced back to Egyptians, Persians, Gauls, Greeks and Romans, to whom the egg was 
a symbol of life.  

 

�”���,�Q�������������3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���+�D�\�H�V���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���/�X�F�\���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�S�H�Q�H�G���W�K�H���:�K�L�W�H���+�R�X�V�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���I�R�U���H�J�J���U�R�Oling on Easter 
Monday. The event has been held on the South Lawn ever since, except during World War I and World War II. During the war years the 
Easter Egg Roll was held at the National Zoo, and other Washington locations.  

USF Lakeland 
 

Sen. JD Alexander, Dr. Judy Genshaft, Dr. Marshall 
Goodman, and I met with Governor Charlie Crist yes-
terday regarding the USF Lakeland project. I was 
�Y�H�U�\���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�¶�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V��
support of our project. As you may recall, Governor 
Crist vetoed the project last year due to concerns that 
�W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���³�7�X�U�N�H�\�´�����+�L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�K�L�V��
year is a statement in and of itself. However, this is 
not the end of our efforts for USF Lakeland this ses-
sion, but only the beginning. This project still has a 
long way to go in the Legislature, but I am looking 
forward to continued work with the Polk County Dele-
�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���R�X�U���D�U�H�D�¶�V���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�Q�H���J�R�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�L�V��
year. 
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HB 37- Contracting for Efficiency or Conservation Measures by State Agencies: This 
�Z�H�H�N���+�%���������Z�D�V���S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H�¶�V���D�Q�G���6�H�Q�D�W�H�¶�V���H�Q�H�U�J�\���S�D�F�N�D�J�H�V�����7�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���K�D�V��
been working very hard for the past several years to create energy policy that focuses on 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V�W�H�����)�U�D�Q�N�O�\�����W�K�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���W�K�D�W���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���X�V�H���L�V���W�K�H���H�D�V�L��
est type of energy to reuse. HB 37 was drafted using that guiding principle and I am very 
�H�[�F�L�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���(�Q�H�U�J�\���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� 


